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Sexual Identity and the Christian Faith: Two open letters

On Nov 17, several campus church groups will be hosting Rosaria Champagne But-
terfield, a former professor of English and Women’s Studies at Syracuse University.
Butterfield is the author of “The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert: An Eng-
lish Professor’s Journey into the Christian Faith,” which details her conversion to
Presbyterian Christianity in 1999 and subsequent lifestyle changes. Those changes
included leaving her lesbian partner, quitting her job and becoming a stay-at-home
mother. Butterfield is a controversial and polarizing figure, mainly due to her stance
against homosexuality and her beliefs about sex and gender. The Collegian has re-
ceived two open letters, one in support of the event and one against. Here we have
reproduced them both in full.




To the Hosts of Rosaria Champagne Butterfield,

The students of United Campus Minis-
try, the Society for Gender Equality, Head-
Strong, Earth Matters, and Pride at TU want
to state publicly that we are outraged that
several ministries from the university will
be hosting Rosaria Champagne Butterfield
on November 17th.

Mrs. Butterfield speaks openly not only
about her conversion to Christianity, but
also her conversion from lesbianism to
straightness.

Mrs. Butterfield believes that being gay
or transgender is fundamentally opposed to
being Christian.

Inviting someone to speak about orienta-
tion as a spiritual or psychological weakness
actively creates a hostile environment for all
LGBTQ+ students.

Many of the students who are concerned
about this speaker’s presence on our campus
identify as both Christian and LGBTQ+, and
we believe that by hosting Mrs. Butterfield,
these campus ministries are trying to silence
our voices and invalidate our identities.

Just because Butterfield does not openly
condemn LGBTQ+ people, does not mean
that the things she says are loving.

The absence of explicit condemnation
is not love, and in this case serves to hide
the subtle message that there is something

wrong with being LGBTQ+.
While we celebrate our country’s right to
religious freedom, major medical, scientif-

‘ic, and governmental bodies have identified

conversion therapy as an unethical, and po-
tentially harmful practice that may increase
risk for depression and suicide.

Any discussion or promotion of such
practices, or suggestion that sexual orienta-
tion is not immutable is discrimination and
a threat.

As students gathered to begin crafting
this letter, certain themes arose again and
again — anger, fear, and shame.

The students who felt outraged enough
to attend the letter writing session repre-
sented lots of different groups; there were
students from a number of racial and ethnic
backgrounds, of varying sexual orientations
and gender identities, and consisted of both
religious and secular students.

We were all able to gather around the
table at the Little Blue House in solidarity.
Regardless of our backgrounds, when one
student is oppressed we are all oppressed.

We are a community that fights for each
other and we will not sit back in silence
while discrimination and prejudice run ram-
pant on our campus.

We will not allow our community to be

harassed without responding. We will not
accept hate speech on our campus without
condemnation. We will not allow our lov-
ing community to be hurt by this woman’s
supposed wisdom. We will not be broken by
your hate.

As a community, we do not understand
why campus ministries would choose to fo-
cus on the conversion of LGBTQ+ students.

It is certainly acceptable for a campus
ministry to choose to focus on whatever
they think is important; however, we believe
it is an egregious misuse of Jesus’ name to
choose to be complicit in oppression, rather
than working to address tangible human suf-
fering.

We believe that the role of ministry
should be to use our power, energy, drive,
and resources to promote love, equality, and
safety for all students and our surrounding
community.

Let this be an open invitation to all cam-
pus ministries to talk about the systematic
murder of people of color; to create dialogue
to discuss the more than 20 transgender
people murdered since January of this year;
to show concern for the fact that Oklahoma
leads the world in incarcerating women, and
that an immense number of Oklahoma chil-
dren go hungry.

As long as students on TU’s campus feel
unsafe, United Campus Ministry will be
here to support them.

We will be here, fighting for equity and
justice, fostering student growth, and cre-
ating safety until we have a truly inclusive
and kind campus.

We invite every other ministry on this
campus to join in our mission, and to help
make TU a safe place for all students - re-
gardless of racial or ethnic background,
gender identity, gender expression, sexual
orientation, socioeconomic status, ability,
or religion.

We want to be certain that every student
on this campus knows that we will still be
here, whether or not other ministries choose
to join us, fighting for our kind and loving
community.

We will not be broken. Our community is
stronger than your hate.

Peace and Grace,
The Students of United Campus Minis-

try, Pride at TU, the Society for Gender
Equality, HeadStrong, and Earth Matters
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To the TU Community,

Reformed University Fellowship (RUF),
Baptist Collegiate Ministries (BCM), Chi
Alpha (XA), and the TU Wesley Founda-
tion, all registered student groups here at
TU, have invited Dr. Rosaria Butterfield to
come to campus to give both a Lecture and
Q& A session on the topic of “Sexual Identi-
ty and the Christian Faith” on the evening of
Tuesday, November 17 from 7-9 pm in the
Great Hall (A) in the Union for this event.

From many personal conversations and
from the recent “UCM Open Letter to Cam-
pus Ministries” addressed to the Hosts of
(Dr.) Rosaria Champagne Butterfield, we
understand that there is both outrage and
confusion over why we would choose to
bring this particular speaker to speak on this
particular topic at this particular time.

Our purpose in bringing Dr. Butterfield
to campus for this evening lecture offering
and Q&A session is to explore the rationale

and phenomenon of having one’s sexual
identity (wherever that may lie across any
of the available spectrums) be one of the
primary if not the primary means by which
they choose to identify themselves, publicly
or otherwise.

As a now-professing Christian and one
who devoted years of academic research to
these topics, Dr. Butterfield will address this
topic from a biblical, personal, and academ-
ic perspective.

Her personal spiritual journey (namely,
her conversion from unbelief in God/Jesus
to belief in God/Jesus and her many subse-
quent life changes which followed including
but not limited to her sexuality) will have
particular relevance for the topics being ad-
dressed.

After hearing from a number of individu-
als, we understand there is a concern that Dr.
Butterfield would come onto campus as an

advocate of Reparative Conversion Therapy
(a course of psychological treatment where-
in the goal would be for the subject to “con-
vert” from homosexual desires/orientation
to heterosexual desires/orientation).

Dr. Butterfield is not an advocate of con-
version therapy. In fact, she explicitly dis-
tances herself from this course of therapy,
as numerous articles and recorded lectures
indicate.

Our intention in bringing Dr. Butterfield
to campus is in no way an attempt to make
the campus a hostile or “un-safe” place for
anyone to hold personal views and live lives
as they desire.

Though we are certain some would dis-
agree, through listening to various presen-
tations and reading her published materials,
we have not found Dr. Butterfield to be un-
kind or uncharitable in her demeanor or pre-
sentation, nor is she careless in her engage-

ment on these very difficult, often-personal
issues. We would never intentionally bring
someone to campus who promotes a mes-
sage of hate or bigotry.

We love TU and its students. Our hope is
that this event would promote the concept of
the University as being the marketplace of
ideas, a true pluralistic society in which all
ideas (even contentious ones) are presented
and considered and even debated with re-
spect and charity, of course. World history
testifies to the truth that ideas matter.

With that in view, it makes sense for
Christians to engage in important topics and
present the Biblical worldview as a viable
way to live and even flourish in the world.

Please consider this an invitation to join
us for the lecture and Q&A session.

We hope it is of great service to our uni-
versity community and that many would
benefit from the dialogue.





